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distress vanish miraculously, as if they had never been, and he is
down again playing with his train upon the floor. If brought to
book for obvious disobedience, he will glibly recite what he has
done, and what he was told not to do, showing that he did not
just forget, but deliberately disobeyed, knowing he was doing
wrong. But he will rarely tell a lie to save himself, and looks one
fearlessly in the eyes even when in a serious crowV
"My little girl is nearly eight years old. When alone with me,
she is most interesting and charming, but when playing with her
little brother and sister, or ragging with her Daddy, she seems
to delight in deliberately annoying people. Sometimes she comes
up to me and says, 'Now I'm going to annoy you', and does all
the things she knows I dislike and keeps looking surreptitiously
at me to see if it is having the desired effect."
We can thus say that whereas under four to five years, defiance
and hatred are mostly shown in fighting, kicking, going rigid
and other forms of temper tantrum, in the middle years they
appear more typically as indifference, hardness, "turning a deaf
ear", contradictoriness and "deliberate" disobedience.
MOTIVES FOR REBELLION AND DEFIANCE
Have these various types of rebellion in different children and
at various ages any common elements? Psycho-analytic experience
with rebellious and difficult children (and adults), as well as
many observations in ordinary life, have shown that the determin-
ants of such behaviour are very complex. There are underlying
motives common to all, but also many individual meanings.
Any child will, of course, be made rebellious if the adults
behave in a way which cuts across all his normal and healthy
impulses of development: e.g. if a child of eighteen months is
treated as "naughty" for taking his gloves off in his pram, or one
of three years is scolded for wanting to wash his own hands
instead of standing quiet and good while his nurse does this for
him; if a boy of thirteen or fourteen years is not allowed the
slightest choice of action or freedom of speech, but expected
always to behave as if he were still a little child, we do not feel
surprised to see him rebel. Again, we are all now familiar with the
fact that illegitimacy and a broken home contribute heavily to
rebellion against the social order, and may lead to delinquency*
But attitudes of defiance and hatred are not confined to
children whose homes are either ununderstanding or seriously